THE   MODERN   EXPEDITION
most expeditions only used their ship as a base in sum-
mer. But as early as the end of last century, when scien-
tists came to be important members of an expedition, it
was realised that a more complete exploration of the
country could best be made by building special winter-
stations, so that the members had a permanent and
secure refuge in the middle of the area to be explored.
Modern expeditions have learnt from this, and of late
years winter-stations have been built farther and farther
north. In 1937-8 men wintered near the North Pole!
Winter-stations nowadays offer the most favourable
conditions to the scientist and his helpers. In describing
such a scientific base one could take an example from
among the numbers which have been erected in the
course of recent years along Arctic seaboards; but it
seems natural to speak of the stations in East Greenland,
where since 1931 a stream of Scandinavian and other
scientists have carried on research all the year round, six
hundred miles north of the Arctic Circle, very nearly if
not exactly as they would have carried it on at home.
Two of the East Greenland Stations, Ella Island and
Eskimonaes, are fitted out exactly alike, and built to
house at least eight men. To facilitate their construction
in the short time there was at the explorers5 disposal,
they were built in Copenhagen; that is to say, the main
parts were assembled with the aid of bolts of wood and
iron, the individual pieces were carefully fitted and
marked with colours and numbers. They were then taken
down again and transported to Greenland, where the
building of them was more like a large-size child's puzzle
49                                D